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Background 
 
Implementing the request of PRESSURE 6-2018 to set a system of consolidated reporting to London 
Convention and London Protocol (LC/LP) on material deposited in the Baltic Sea, the following suggestion 
has been elaborated (see xls-document 4-1 ATT Draft format for reporting to LC). The consolidated reporting 
was requested to avoid double reporting for the countries signees to the LC/LP. 
 
Preparation of the consolidated report requires thorough verification of the compiled data. In order to assure 
the quality of reported data, this document gives a description of a suggested procedure for data verification.  

 

Action requested 
 
The Meeting is invited to discuss the suggested the reporting format.  

The Meeting is invited to agree the suggested procedure and timeline for data verification process. 
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Draft format for reporting to London Convention 
 
The suggestion is based on the reporting format and technical requirements set by the Secretariat of the 
London Convention. But it also takes into account availability of data in the BS region. The Helsinki convention 
prohibits dumping of any wastes in the Baltic Sea. The only exemption is dredged material, dumping of which 
is a subject of special permit. Handling of dredged material in HELCOM area is to be made in accordance with 
HELCOM Recommendation 32/2. The Recommendation also obliges HELCOM countries to report data on 
handling of dredge material at sea annually and sets the reporting format and technical requirement.  

Draft LC reporting format: 

The data reported in accordance with the Recommendation cover almost all requirements of the reporting 
to LC (see Excel table). There are two points which require specification.  

At first, depositing sites are geo-referenced in the LC datasets by a single couple of coordinates. It differs 
from the current tendencies in the BS region when most of the sites are outlined by polygons. A potential 
solution is to convert polygonal data to points corresponding to their centroids.  

Secondly, the only type of information required by LC reporting and not included into HELCOM reporting is 
information on the dumping method. In description to the LC reporting these methods are identified as ship, 
vessel, barge, aircraft, or other.  

The third table in the suggested reporting format (see Excel file) is devoted to the information on monitoring 
of the deposit sites. HELCOM Recommendation 32/2 provides general guideline for the monitoring. But this 
information is not requested by the reporting format. 

Data verification 
 
Preparation of the consolidated report requires thorough verification of the compiled data. In order to assure 
quality of reported data the following procedure is suggested.  

The data on handling of dredged material at sea are to be reported by 1 October of the year following the 
year of reported activities. An overview of the reported data will be presented to PRESSURE group for taking 
further actions to finalize reporting if required.  

The reported data will be processed by the Secretariat and compiled into the unified geo-database by 
1 December of the same year including all needed clarifications with national data reporters.  

The compiled national datasets will be available for national data reporters after 1 December in Shape 
format. National experts will be invited to verify and approve the datasets I two month by 1 February of the 
next year.  
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